
NH Tourism Booth Orientation
• Welcome and Introductions
• About the Big E
• About the NH Tourism Booth
• How to Help Guests



Eastern States Exposition is a not-for-profit  
corporation committed to excellence in  providing 
year-round opportunities for the  development and 
promotion of agriculture, education, industry and 
family entertainment while preserving our New 

England heritage.





Eastern States Exposition, home of The Big E, has presented the finest livestock, the most innovative 
commercial, industrial and artistic developments, and the highest caliber of varied entertainment to the 
people of the Northeastern United States for more than eight decades. More than one million people now 
attend the 17 day Big E, an annual autumn extravaganza of entertainment, exhibits and agriculture – the 
culmination of a visionary idea first expressed by Joshua L. Brooks at the beginning of the 20th century.

Brooks knew that farming in New England was on the decline and that production costs were soaring. His 
hope was to create an Exposition that would provide demonstrations of new farming methods and establish 
competitive awards which would inspire farmers and their children to produce more efficiently and sponsor 
cooperative purchasing that would lower the farmers’ costs. Above all, Brooks believed in developing and 
showcasing an agricultural New England. 

Working with twelve community leaders, Brooks spearheaded the purchase of 175 acres of former 
swampland in West Springfield. It took less than eight months to construct the Coliseum and cattle barns. 
The site was ready. 

A group of determined New England businessmen went to Chicago and convinced the executive body of 
the National Dairy Show to hold their annual extravaganza in West Springfield instead of its traditional 
home, the Midwest. In 1916, this National Dairy Show was the first event held on the Exposition Grounds. It 
also marked the first time the show was held east of Chicago. 

In the spring of 1917, 122 of the nation’s foremost manufacturers presented their products at the Industrial 
and Export conference in Exposition Park. And, in the fall of that same year, the very first Eastern States 
Exposition was opened to the public. A total of 138,000 people gathered at what would become an enduring 
tradition: the annual September event now known as The Big E, “New England’s Autumn Tradition.” To this 
day, that tradition has been interrupted only by two World Wars.





The Avenue of States required FULL participation of all of the New England 
States to create this permanent exhibition. Each building was deeded to the 
individual state.

The Eastern States Exposition grounds in general host year-round events like 
Equine Affaire, Livestock shows, Eastec Engineering, Northeast Gold Wine 
Competition, 
Joshua Brooks wanted the Exposition to be a truly regional event. He 
believed that to achieve this, each of the six New England states should 
construct a building that could display both its character and its products. The 
Avenue of the States was born.

Massachusetts contributed a replica of the Boston State House in 1919. This 
was followed by buildings from Maine and then Vermont. In the 1930’s, both 
New Hampshire and Connecticut contributed their structures and in 1958, 
Rhode Island finished its building. An interesting fact about this famous 
Avenue is that each state owns its building and the land the structure is built 
upon. Thus, visitors to the Exposition can literally stroll through all six New 
England States. And, as they travel, they can sample both the architectural 
style and the traditional foods and wares that exemplify each state.





Another unique feature of Eastern States Exposition is Storrowton Village 
Museum, an Early American village of the 1700s and 1800s. In 1926, Boston 
philanthropist and Exposition trustee Helen Osborne Storrow began her 
search for an early New England building to house her Home Department at 
the Exposition.

“No longer is the home department the poor little Cinderella of the Exposition, 
housed in temporary buildings,” wrote an elated Mrs. Storrow in 1930. This 
ambitious and generous woman eventually donated nine buildings – each an 
original structure from the various New England states – that all date between 
1767 and 1850. Storrowton is open to visitors year-round as a historical 
museum and is the site of special events and educational “Living History” 
programs for school children.

Many of the nation’s finest craftspeople and artisans exhibit their work in Craft 
Common on the back green of Storrowton Village and along Hampden 
Avenue. On the Village green, visitors will find 19th century craft 
demonstrators as well as family entertainment on the gazebo. Traditional 
Early American crafts and chores are demonstrated within the historic 
buildings that comprise the Village.







• Agriculture 
• Entertainment 
• Exhibits
• Food & Shopping
• Avenue of States







NEW FOOD 
FOR 2021

FOOD 
FINDER

https://www.thebige.com/p/food/newfoods
https://www.thebige.com/businesses




The Big E Arena

Plus: Machine Gun Kelly, Billy Idol, Zach Williams, Flat Out Freestyle, 
FloRida and Ying Yang Twins, Pat Benatar and Neil Giraldo, Goo Goo 
Dolls, Day to Remember and Styx



All shows on the Court of Honor Stage are FREE with 
admission to The Big E.

9/17 – Jesse McCartney
9/19 – Foghat
9/20-21 – Donna Summer Experience
9/22-23 – Exile
9/22 – Big Bad Voodoo Daddy
9/23 – 10,000 Maniacs
9/24-26 – The Bar-Kays
9/26 – Don McLen
9/27-28 – The Outlaws
9/29-30 – Big Brother & The Holding Company
9/29 – Lisa Lisa
9/30 – Ripe
10/1 – Kashmir: Led Zeppelin Tribute
10/1-3 – Tribute to the King (Elvis)
10/2 – Hoobastank
10/3 – Run DMC

Recently added:
Jay and the Americans
Tom Franek
Kameron Marlowe
Little Texas
Broadways Rock of Ages
The Everly Set
Plain White Ts
Here Come the Mummies







Shuttle Drop off & Pick Up

New Hampshire 
Building



In 2019…

• 1,629,527 fair-goers 
- a new record!

• About 1.4 million visit the
NH Building

• 150 different publications

• 62,000 pieces of literature 
distributed 



Third largest fair in North America (based on attendance – our grounds are actually 
smaller than many state fairs)
About 40% of visitors to the NH building are looking for tourism info (about
527,866 people in 2018)

An estimated 90% of fair-goers visit the Avenue of States, according to Big E 
exit
surveys. Most of those (82%) are looking for food and shopping, but a 
substantial
number (38%) are seeking travel information. In real numbers, that’s about 
1.39
million visitors to the Avenue of States, and 527,866 people who are 
specifically
looking for tourism information. About 75% of those who were looking for 
travel
literature planned to travel to NH after the fair (that’s 395,900 guests).



The New Hampshire Building

Food, Shopping, 
Demonstrations

We’re known for Onyx the 
Bear, blueberry pie, mac & 
cheese, and our friendliness!

NH Day: 
Friday, September 24




